
Sunday, December 3, 2017, Photo courtesy of  the amazing and talented - Larry Richardson

     CBA Newsletter
Chelmsford, MA 01824  •  987-250-3858  •  www.chelmsfordbusiness.org

Chelmsford Business Association Newsletter       

Chelmsford Celebrates 
holiday tree lighting and supermoon

Welcome New Members!

The Establishment
Chelmsford Oral Surgery

Successful Resolution Services, LLP
Ready Building

Rufina's
Progressive Law
Cask and Bottle

2018 BOARD 
MEETING 
SCHEDULE

January 11th 

February 8th 

March 8th 

April 12th 

May 10th 

June 14th
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Holiday Greetings, 
CBA Members:

For those of  you that 
attended the Annual 
Holiday Social, it was great 
to see so many make it 
to the Princeton Station 
on that snowy Saturday 
night.   The Princeton staff  
certainly made it worthwhile 
serving excellent holiday 
fare, and the music by DJ 
Russ McQueen was lots 
of  fun and danceable.   
Businesses and individuals 
who contributed raffle 
prizes made for many 
surprised winners, and our 
own Jim Shannon was his 
entertaining, humorous and 
articulate self.  If  you were 
not able to come, please 
put it on you calendar for 
Saturday, December 1, 
2018.

Looking ahead, we plan to 
hold a televised Candidate’s 
Night in March, and our 
semiannual shred day in the 
spring, so that our members 
watch (if  they wish) as their 
old files are shredded at no 
charge.

Your board has been 
working very hard on 
behalf  of  all businesses in 
town, and most recently, 
was instrumental in making 
sure that all could be 
educated on the somewhat 
complex issue of  Real 
Estate Tax Classification.    
The Chelmsford Board of  
Selectmen voted to keep 
a fair taxation level for 
commercial real estate.  A 
business may pay a much 
higher actual tax because 
that commercial property 
is assessed at higher value 
than a residence, but 
the percentage rate per 
thousand dollars of  value, 
should be at par for all 
property.  This helps to keep 
the commercial tax base 
growing and thus, helps 
residents too.

The Chelmsford Board 
of  Selectmen vote each 
year on the issue of  tax 
classification and we are 
grateful that they take time 
to fully understand the 
implications. I don’t want 
to let that point go without 
mentioning that it was 
not just the CBA Board, 
but also other members 
and residents came the 
Selectman hearing to 
speak on behalf  of  fair 
classification.   THANK 
YOU all who were able to 
be there.

Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous 2018 to all in 
this wonderful town!

Kathy Kelley
President

President’s Message

BRING ALL THOSE OLD FILES ON

THURSDAY MAY 3, 2018 
AND

THURSDAY SEPT. 20, 2018
1PM until 4PM

BEST WESTERN EXPRESS 
CHELMSFORD, MA  01824

All CBA members welcome!
Questions? Call Kathy Kelley at 978-256-7511
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The Chelmsford Business Association successfully defeated on December 4, 2017 
the last-minute effort by two selectmen, Glenn Diggs and George Dixon, to re-
institute tax classification.   The CBA convinced the remaining members of  the 
Board of  Selectmen to keep a single tax rate for commercial and industrial prop-
erty owners for Fiscal Year 2018.  By a vote of  3-2, and only after a strong attack 
led by the Board of  Directors and CBA membership, a single rate was approved 
for the current tax year.

All current members of  the Board of  Selectmen that previously and publicly 
stated when seeking election to office that none of  them supported this ill-advised 
policy.  Yet, without any notice to the business community or opportunity to 
engage in a meaningful discussion in advance of  the public hearing, Selectmen 
Diggs and Dixon broke their promises to the members of  the Chelmsford Business 
Association by supporting a split rate. Their irresponsible actions served only to 
demonstrate again that vigilance is required to keep close watch on this issue, 
and reaffirmed the crucial role that the CBA serves to protect the interests of  all 
taxpayers – residential as well as commercial and industrial property owners – 
who would have all collectively been harmed by adopting a split rate.   

The Association and its members provided strong arguments that a single rate 
policy remains the best and only approach, and convincingly demonstrated that 
any shift of  the tax burden once implemented would result in long-term harm to 
every taxpayer with little or no opportunity in the future to achieve parity.    The 
reasons for rejecting classification in the past remain true to this day, and the CBA 
carefully made clear that no logical reason was presented to overturn the Town’s 
almost twenty (20) year history of  maintaining parity as to all classes of  real 
estate ownership.   Absent the CBA’s efforts, commercial and industrial property 
owners faced the imposition of  a suggested 17% increase of  their tax bills – liter-
ally amounting to several millions of  dollars of  extra taxes without any corre-
sponding increase of  services or benefits to business property owners.  

The end result of  these recent efforts confirms at least two important points: (1) 
the need for the Business Association and its members to keep careful watch to 
prevent the resurrection of  past and unfair/discriminatory tax policies, and (2) 
that at least two of  our present selectmen apparently do not understand the long-
lasting negative effects as to why classification is not a responsible approach to 
provide tax relief  for any class of  real property owners but brings only division 
within our community as well as long-term financial harm to all.

ALERT - ALERT - ALERT - TAX CLASSIFICATION

ALERT - ALERT - ALERT - TAX CLASSIFICATION
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As a member you know the benefits of being a part 

of this great organization that is celebrating its 25th 

anniversary. For details about membership  

contact the office at:978-250-3858 or  

chelmsbusassoc@comcast.net

Why not think about inviting a friend who owns or 
works at a Chelmsford business to join the CBA!

Invite a friend 
to join the CBA!

What a Crowd!! - Blizzard and all!!

J&C Management LP - Robyn McGowan, Chuck, Jeanne & Lynn Marcella Guests from Lincoln Liquors

Bill Martin & Paul Aronian Tony Delpapa and Susan White DiStasi - Holiday Smiling Faces
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SNOW 
TRIVIA QUESTIONS
1. What sets up the possibility of  an avalanche?
A. A snow drift
B. A snow pack
C. A snow slab

2. What sort of  snow turns into a glacier?
A. Partially melted snow from a snow pack
B. Snow that has not melted for a number of  years
C. Fresh snow falling on mountain tops

3. When does snow make a noise?
A. When it is freshly fallen
B. When the air temperature is very low
C. When it is about to melt

4. On which other planet in the Solar System have scientists 
observed snow falling?
A. Mercury
B. Venus
C. Jupiter

5. What size was the world's largest recorded snowflake?
A. 38 cm
B. 38 inches
C. 38 mm

6. What shape are snowflakes?
A. Pentagons
B. Hexagons
C. Octagons

7. How much snow is equivalent to an inch of  rainfall?
A. 6 inches
B. 13 inches
C. 20 inches

8. Which of  the following would help you to determine how 
deep the snow is?
A. A pistol shot
B. A rifle shot
C. A shotgun shot

9. What does a snow groomer do?
A. Uses snow in hair styling
B. Moves snow off  the roads
C. Manipulates snow for recreational use

10. Where would you find the snow belt?
A. Canada
B. United States
C. Scandinavia

11. In 1999, which mountain took the record for the most 
snowfall ever measured in the United States in a single 
season?
A. Mount St Helens
B. Mount McKinley
C. Mount Baker

12. In what year were the first patents registered in the US 
for snow plows?
A. 1920
B. 1923
C. 1926

13. How tall was the world's largest snowman?
A. 113 feet 7 inches
B. 122 feet 1 inch
C. 131 feet 4 inches

14. How long did it take for the second largest snowman in 
the world, Angus, to melt?
A. Mid June
B. Mid May
C. Mid April

15. What color is a snow flower?
A. Red
B. White
C. Blue

16. In the animated film of  Raymond Briggs' book the 
Snowman, who sang "Walking in the Air"?
A. Aled Jones
B. Isabel Suckling
C. Peter Auty

17. In 1976/77 which American city had the all-time high 
for snowfall in a single season?
A. Portland, Maine
B. Buffalo, New York
C. Rochester, New York

18. In "Let It Snow" the 1945 song by Sammy Cahn 
and Jule Styne what were the singers eating?
A. Pop Corn
B. Potato Chips
C. Donuts

19. In which year was the Walt Disney film Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs released?
A. 1935
B. 1937
C. 1939

Answers on next page...
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SNOW TRIVIA ANSWERS
01. C. A snow slab
02. B. Fresh snow falling on mountain tops
03. C. When it is about to melt
04. B. Venus
05. A. 38 cm
06. B. Hexagons
07. B. 13 inches
08. A. A pistol shot
09. C. Manipulates snow for recreational use 
10. B. United States
11. C. Mount Baker
12. A. 1920
13. B. 122 feet 1 inch
14. A. Mid June
15. A. Red
16. C. Peter Auty
17.B. Buffalo, New York
18. A. Pop Corn
19. B. 1937

CHELMSFORD HOTELS 
Upgrade Updates

You may have noticed that lots of  construction work is 
going on at all three hotels in town, and Chelmsford will 
continue to have hotel properties to be proud of, well into 
the future. 

The Best Western Plus Chelmsford Inn is almost finished 
with its major renovation; the Radisson is splitting into 
two properties and lots of  work is underway for the new 
Holiday Inn Express in one of  its two buildings. 

AND, the former Hawthorne Suites in North Chelmsford is 
in a renovation and conversion cycle and is transforming 
into an upscale suites property.

These properties are all owned an operated by Jamsan 
Hotel Management, a relatively small, family business and 
they have been successful in owning and operating quality 
hotels in New England.  Jamsan believes in Chelmsford! 
Stay tuned.

CBA SCHOLARSHIP
The purpose of  the Association’s fund is to award scholarships to 
Chelmsford residents who upon graduation from the Chelmsford 
High School, Nashoba Valley Technical High School or any other 
accredited private high school, intend to pursue a degree at an 
accredited two or four year college or junior college. 

This year a $1,500 Scholarship is available to any qualifying 
Chelmsford Student To qualify the applicant must be a Chelmsford 
resident, attend and graduate in the year of  this application from 
Chelmsford High School, Nashoba Valley Technical High School or 
any other accredited private high school. The applicant must have 
been accepted to a 2 or 4 year degree granting accredited college 
or junior college attending on a full-time basis. The applicant must 
also have a 3.0 cumulative average. When applying please include 
a completed application form, a copy of  the applicants high school 
transcript, a copy of  post secondary school acceptance letter (if  
available), and two letters of  character reference from a non-family 
adult. A completed application must be delivered to the Greater 
Lowell Community Foundation no later than 5 pm on April 15th.
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THOUGHTS, SUGGESTIONS, COMMENTS
We are striking out with the Golf  Social dates, due to the fact there are so many now.

What are some ideas, thoughts or events that you would like 
the Chelmsford Business Association to try and coordinate?

A Family Night at the Spinners??   Family Night at Kimballs Farm?   Glow Stick Golf ?

We would love to get a new event for our members to look forward to annually.

Please email your ideas to: 
chelmsbusassoc@comcast.net

A group of  wolves: The three in front are old & sick, they 
walk in front to set the pace of  the running group lest they 
get left behind.  The next five are the strongest & best, they 
are tasked to protect the front side if  there is an attack.  The 
pack in the middle are always protected from any attack. 
The five behind them are also among the strongest & best; 
they are tasked to protect the back side if  there is an attack.  
The last one is the LEADER.  He ensures that no one is left 
behind. He keeps the pack unified and on the same path.  He 
is always ready to run in any direction to protect & serves 
as the “bodyguard” to the entire group.   Just in case anyone 
wanted to know what it really means to be the leader,  It’s not 
about being out front. It means taking care of  the team.”
       
-Author unknown

“A little food for thought...

Interested In 
Being Filmed?

If  your business is interested in being 
filmed for our CBA local cable show, 

please contact us at (978) 250-3858 or 
chelmsbusassoc@comcast.net

Great opportunity - Free to all members 
Get your name and business out into the community
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MEMBER APPRECIATION DINNER 

Saturday, December 9, 2017

Entertainment to Follow Dinner

MEMBER OF THE YEAR FOR 2017 TO BE ANNOUNCED

Cocktails: 6:00 p.m. Dinner: 7:00 p.m. 
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MEMBER APPRECIATION DINNER 

Saturday, December 9, 2017

Entertainment to Follow Dinner

MEMBER OF THE YEAR FOR 2017 TO BE ANNOUNCED

Cocktails: 6:00 p.m. Dinner: 7:00 p.m. 

http://adopt-a-hydrant-chelmsford.herokuapp.com/

Support the Adopt a Hydrant Program
It's a few simple questions with a lot of  appreciation.  Most local businesses 

probably already do the work and could use this as recognition for their efforts.



Board Of DirectorsChelmsford 
Business Association

 Chelmsford Business Association Newsletter     

10 Summer Street
Chelmsford, MA 01824

The CBA Newsletter is available via email. 

GO GREEN 
Help the CBA save some money.

C
Contact the CBA at 978-250-3858  

or send an email to  
chelmsbusassoc@comcast.net  

and request a change in the  
method you receive this newsletter. 
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        Phone     Fax 

President Kathy Kelley 617-964-8285  KAKBestWestern@aol.com

Vice President Tom Boucher 978-256-2546 978-250-3801 tboucher@lowellfive.com

Secretary Lynn Marcella 978-667-0751   lynn.marcella@verizon.net

Treasurer Jim Cullen 978-251-0110 978-251-0711 cul@rcn.com

Director Annmarie Roark 978-256-4167 978-250-8387 aroark@aroarklaw.com

Director Brian Reidy 978-256-1808 978-256-1808 b.reidy@comcast.net

Director Hank Hamelin 978-256-5588 978-250-1691 Hankski@aol.com

Director Charlene Parlee 978-667-0751 978-663-7597 charlene@jandcmanagement.com

Director Dick DeFreitas 978-251-3003 978-251-3033 redef@autobusicon.com

Director Doug Hausler 978-256-6080 978-256-0515 dhausler@lhrlaw.com

Director Jeff  Hardy 978-250-1113 978-250-4969 jhardy0923@aol.com

Director Lynn Marcella 978-256-9344  lynn.marcella@verizon.net

Director Paul Hardy 978-256-5251 978-244-1460 paulhardy@blakefuneralhome.com

Director Tony DelPapa 978-256-4845 978-256-5804 tonydelpapa@villageelectric.com

Director Jim Shannon 978-250-3777 978-250-1210 jcsiiicpa@comcast.net

Director Peter McAllister 978-256-7658  triangleservice1@aol.com

Past President Rick Romano 978-256-9796 978-256-9857 rickromano@comcast.net

Executive Director John Harrington 978-250-3858 978-256-8706 jgh1013@comcast.net


